

I AM! Affirmation Book Testimonials from
Parents, Teachers and Organizational Leaders



“This book is commendable in how it leads the mind of the child to refreshingly welcome vision, using animals characters that populate the dreams of childhood, to build good resolutions.  We are fortunate that this work has been translated into Sinhalese, Tamil, and English and gifted to our children.
I convey my most sincere thanks to you for this work done especially for children, to help them become architects of a good society in the future.”
Shiranthi Rajapaksa, First Lady of Sri Lanka
"On Monday October 22nd 2007, you visited our school and my children received The I AM! Affirmation Book: Discovering The Value of Who You Are. They have not been able to put this book down! They absolutely love it! I want to thank you for your mission. My classroom was transformed by The I AM Foundation's visit to our school. The children have not been the same since. They are respecting themselves and each other from what they learned in the books. Creating a more peaceful environment allows me to do my job and teach. Schools give kids information but what The I AM Foundation does is prepare kids for life."

Rachel Donnelly, Arlington Elementary School,
Jackson, TN 

“Hi Steve, I wanted to say thank you again for the books. My daughter said she felt so much joy from the book she almost cried. I can’t thank you enough for the work you and your wife are doing to remind children of their greatness.”		

Christian Abrokwah, 
Parent of a 9 year old 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]“Last year, we organized a huge community outreach project known as “Community Day.”  More than 5,000 needy families went to Lancaster City Park and not only received both hot food and nonperishable groceries to take home, but the children also received hundreds of books donated by the I AM Foundation.  The favorite book was, The I AM! Affirmation Book.  As one little girl put it, ‘You mean that I am that important?  I thought I was ugly and stupid because I am poor.  The other kids at school make fun of me, but now I can show them this book and tell them I matter too.’

When more than 62% of the children here live below the federal poverty line, receiving a new book that is a positive influence on their lives is not just important – it is critically needed.

The families who attended the event were amazed that anyone would care enough to give them brand new books.  One little boy who was 10 and has been in more than fifteen different foster homes told me that the I AM! Book was the first new book he had ever had and it was the first time he didn’t have to go to a library to get a book for himself.  

One of the other touching moments occurred when one little boy sat down on the grass and got to listen to one of the volunteers read, “I AM,” to him.  Tears poured down his face as he listened.  When the volunteer finished reading the book, he looked up at her and said, “I think God actually made me this way (meaning poor) so I can help other kids be okay when I grow up.” 

 Linda Vasquez,
Antelope Valley, CA

"I gave copies of The I AM! Affirmation Book to Former President Clinton, Senator Hilary Clinton and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, and they loved it!" 	
The Honorable Jeff Goonewardena,                                                                   Consul General of Sri Lanka to Colombia and Venezuela




A Letter from a Los Angeles, CA Elementary School Principal
“When children receive positive attention from adults they feel valued as if they really matter; are visible; and are worth something to someone. This in return increases their self-esteem in a way that no amount of money can purchase. When a child’s self-esteem increases they feel better about themselves and learn the value of their existence in the world. They learn to value their life, the lives of others and the life of the planet we live on. Often times children are not validated enough, they feel isolated because no one may listen to them or may hear their dreams or aspirations.
When we talk with children we need to teach them that they do matter. That each one has unique and special gifts inside of them that can be used for the betterment of humanity.  It does not matter the environment in which they grow up because many people have suffered far more adversities in life, yet overcame those adversities because of the belief in themselves to make a difference for themselves and others. We need to encourage each child to use his or her gifts and talents to their fullest potential and in a positive way. We have all too often experienced the chaos and destruction when talented children are left to those who would use their gifts for personal gain to the detriment of mankind.  I often say that the concept of someone being a genius does not know name, rank, serial number, color, gender, race or creed. It comes from where it comes.
This is why the work of The I AM Foundation and The I AM! Affirmation Book: Discovering The Value of Who You Are is so important to our kids. The book is a tool we use at our school which helps us achieve these goals. We encourage and challenge all adults: educators, parents, community groups and society as a whole to invest in every child by sowing seeds to help them understand who they are and what they are worth. It is never too late to begin this important work. WE have the ability and tools that we need to encourage our children to greatness.”
-Carolin McKie, Principal, 116th Street School, Los Angeles, CA


Dear Mr. Viglione and Mrs. Powers,

I have received the books from your foundation. I really appreciate the books and they have been an invaluable resource for my students. I have not sent you an official thank you letter or how we have been using the books but i just wanted to let you know that I will be sending something in soon.

Thank you,
Jackie Banks
Blaine Elementary School
3001 W.Berks Street
Philadelphia, PA 19121
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